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FFA Degree recipients backed by FCS

Local Chapter recognized at state convention

Gatlinburg, Tennessee – April 6, 2009 – It’s spring in Tennessee and that means more than 2,000 FFA members recently gathered in Gatlinburg, Tennessee for the youth organization's annual convention.  This year’s convention – held March 29 through April 1 - welcomed members of the FFA from across the Volunteer State who attended a series of business sessions, presented proficiency programs, listened to motivational speakers and joined in traditional FFA fellowship.

In addition, over 525 members were awarded the prestigious FFA State Degree provided to students who demonstrate extra-curricular achievements and success in their experiment programs.  FFA members from Insert County County representing Insert Chapter Chapter were among the group recognized and were at the convention to accept their award. 
Joining them for the closing program were representatives from Farm Credit Services of Mid-America (FCS), a perennial sponsor of the FFA State Degree program. "It's amazing to see the level of skill and commitment that these students possess.  We’re committed to agriculture for the long-term and can think of no better way to demonstrate this than through the sponsorship of the state degrees," said David Lynn, senior vice president with Farm Credit Services.
Another way that Farm Credit is supporting the Tennessee FFA is though a scholarship program, said Lynn. Scholarships are awarded to FFA members based on student activities in their community, school and FFA as well as academic merit and essay.  This year, four students received $500 scholarships and were recognized during the convention:

· Audrey D. Reed of McNairy County
· Timothy Pearson of Rutherford County
· Joshua D. Lo of Sumner County
· Carrie E. Lykins of Washington County
About Farm Credit Services of Mid-America


Farm Credit Services of Mid-America is a $15.4 billion financial services cooperative serving over 85,000 farmers, agribusinesses and rural residents in Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana and Tennessee. The association provides loans for all farm and rural living purposes including real estate, operating equipment and housing and related services such as crop and life insurance, and vehicle, equipment and building leases. For more information about Farm Credit, call 1-800-444-FARM or visit them on the web at www.e-farmcredit.com. 
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